
 

  

30 March 2020   

 

RE: NATSIHWA Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  
 
Thank you to all those who participated in last week’s tele/video conference. 
With the situation still changing rapidly we all need to stay in touch.  
 
To protect our Mob, movement into many remote areas is now restricted. The 
following maps show where these areas are: 
National 
Northern Territory  
Queensland  
South Australia  
Western Australia  
 
This means anyone traveling to, or return to these areas will need to self-isolate for 
14 days. To stay safe people are strongly encouraged to remain in their 
communities, unless it is essential for them to leave. The changes will be really hard 
for people to accept but they are designed to protect and help saves lives. 
It is anticipated that these changes will be in place as long as COVID-19 remains a 
threat. To ensure communities can keep on running some service personnel are 
exempt from the restrictions.  
 
More broadly across the country all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
over 50 are strongly advised to stay home and only leave the house if essential for 
their own protection. Public gatherings are also now limited to two people. 
 
To help keep informed I would also encourage you to download the Government’s 
new COVID-19 WhatsApp feature or the app available from the Apple App Store 
and on Google Play. The COVID-19 infection control online training program at: 
https://covid-19training.gov.au/ is now a NATSIHWA endorsed CPD activity of 1 
hour so please make time to participate. 
 
Our networks with other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and workforce 
organisations and Governments enable us to ensure your voices are heard at the 
national level. If you need assistance or want to raise any concerns about the 
response to COVID-19 in your area, please don’t hesitate to give the NATSIHWA 
team a call on 1800 983 984.  We will continue to escalate your concerns and keep 
you informed. 
 
Please stay safe. 

 
 
David Follent 
NATSIHWA Chairperson 

https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/Designated_Biosecurity_Areas_National.pdf
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/Designated_Biosecurity_Areas_NT.pdf
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/Designated_Biosecurity_Areas_Qld.pdf
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/Designated_Biosecurity_Areas_SA.pdf
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/Designated_Biosecurity_Areas_WA.pdf
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/coronavirus-australia/id1503846231
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.health.covid19
https://covid-19training.gov.au/

