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MEDIA RELEASE 

Celebrating the fifth National Day of Recognition for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners  

On 07 August 2025 we will mark the fifth National Day of Recognition for Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners, a day dedicated to celebrating the strength, 

leadership and commitment of our own community based and culturally grounded health professions. 

This year’s theme, ‘Partnering for a Purpose’, highlights the growing recognition that genuine 

collaboration can drive meaningful change. When done well, partnership has the power to strengthen 

the healthcare system and support the delivery of culturally safe, high-quality care. Central to this 

effort are Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners, whose 

leadership and knowledge are critical to achieving better health outcomes with and for our people. 

As part of this year’s events, the National Association of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 

Workers and Practitioners (NAATSIHWP) will formally launch a significant partnership with the 

Australian Medical Council (AMC). This agreement signals a shared commitment to: 

• Embedding cultural safety as a foundational principle in medical education and practice 

• Supporting medical professionals to deliver continuous, respectful care to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples 

• Strengthening the recognition and integration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 

Workers and Health Practitioners within the broader healthcare workforce and 

• Enhancing medical education and assessment through the inclusion of Indigenous perspectives 

and cultural knowledge. 

We welcome the AMC’s recognition that change is necessary and value their leadership in driving 

reform in medical education and standards. NAATSIHWP CEO Karl Briscoe said: 

“As we prepare to celebrate the National Day of Recognition, we also look forward to a new chapter 

of collaboration. Our partnership with the AMC represents a shared purpose to build a to eliminate 

racism and build a health system that recognises and respects the cultural knowledge, expertise, and 

community connection that our workforce brings.” 

The National Day of Recognition is not only an opportunity to celebrate, but also a time to reflect on 

the critical role that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners play 

in delivering culturally responsive, community-centred care. 

We invite health organisations, professionals, and community members across the country to join us 

on this day — to celebrate, acknowledge, and partner with a purpose. 

More details about the National Day of Recognition and how to get involved are available at: 

https://naatsihwp.org.au/events/national-day-of-recognition-2025 
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