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MEDIA RELEASE 

Many Paths. Many ways.  

How to celebrate the National Day of Recognition on 07 August 2026  
The National Association of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Practitioners (NAATSIHWP) 
invites health services, organisations and communities to take part in the National Day of Recognition for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners on 07 August 2026. 

This year’s theme, ‘Many Paths Many Ways’, recognises the many journeys into the professions, the unique paths 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health Practitioners follow throughout their careers, 
and the many ways they make a difference in their communities. While paths differ and ways of contributing vary, 
the workforce is united by a shared commitment to improving the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and communities. 

There are many ways you can take part: 

 Join our free National Day of Recognition online panel at 11:30am (AEST) on 07 August. The event provides an 
opportunity to learn more about the professions and hear firsthand from those making direct difference in 
communities. Register here.  

 If you are workforce member, we invite you to share your journey to help others better understand the role you 
play. Reflecting this year’s theme, you might like to share a short story (30 to 50 words) and photograph about: 

• What inspired you to become a Health Worker or Health Practitioner 
• The path that led you into the profession  
• A memorable achievement from your career 
• What being in the Workforce means to you 
• The impact the Workforce has on individuals, families and communities 
• Your hopes for the future of the professions. 

Contributions can be sent to eso@naatsihwp.org.au by COB Friday 24 July. 
 If you are a manager arrange to bring people together for a lunch, morning/afternoon tea or yarning circle to 

share your appreciation of your local Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health 
Practitioners. 

 Use social media to spotlight the Workers and Health Practitioners in your organisation or community. Share 
stories, appreciation, quotes or short videos. We encourage you to please tag @NAATSIHWP and use the 
hashtags #NDoR2026, #ManyPathsManyWays or #OneWorkforceOnePurpose. Resources to support your 
participation can be downloaded from our website here. 

 
The National Day of Recognition is an opportunity for every health service, organisation and community to 
recognise and celebrate the contribution of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Health Workers and Health 
Practitioners. We encourage everyone to get involved by promoting the day, sharing their stories and helping to 
raise the profile of these essential professions.   
 

More details and resources about the National Day of Recognition are available at: 
https://naatsihwp.org.au/events/national-day-of-recognition-2026 
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